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Our Community

The Community is steeped in history, as is easily witnessed by historic and iconic
buildings such as Roch Castle, St Mary’s Church, Roch Mill and St. Madoc’s in
Nolton. The area has a clear sense of history and heritage that is a source of
community pride and provides a strong sense of local identity. Two hundred
years ago this area was a hive of coal mining activity producing the finest
anthracite that was used extensively by the British Navy. There remains little
evidence of this industrial past; the main industries to-day are agriculture and
tourism. Newgale marks the western end of the historic Landsker Line, which
follows the Brandy Brook valley where there are beautiful woodland walks
alongside the river. This line, which used to be heavily fortified, traditionally
separated the southern English speaking area from the northern Welsh speaking
one.

The coastline, which can be appreciated in its totality from the Pembrokeshire
National Park Coastal Path, is spectacular and boasts three major beaches at
Druidstone Haven, Nolton Haven and Newgale. Visitors receive a warm welcome
and are spoilt by the range of activities on offer, whether it’s surfing, kite surfing,
land yachting, kayaking, coastering, fishing, pony trekking, walking or simply
enjoying the good food and drink available in the local hostelries.

A couple of miles from the coast, the village of Roch is the hub of the Community
with a popular and well used village hall and a primary school which offers an
excellent education much appreciated by parents in the Community and
surrounding villages. With an innovative building scheme for affordable housing
under way, and plans for a new community hub to replace the old Roch Gate
Motel, the Community enjoys not only a fascinating history, but also bright
prospects for the future.

The community consists essentially of the villages of Nolton and Roch and a
number of hamlets including Cuffern and Druidston. The western part of the
community is in the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. Its population (2001)
was 746, increasing to 825 at the 2011 census. Our FY26/27 preceptis £10,920.




Our biodiversity priorities

The main priorities for the Community Council are as follows :

v

Including matters relating to biodiversity in our decision-making
processes;

Raising awareness of biodiversity and its importance;

Seeking to be aware of particular species or habitats that may need
safeguarding;

Being alert to opportunities to restore or create habitats in particular
locations;

Seeking to promote sustainability and biodiversity though our practices
whenever possible;

Considering biodiversity in planning consultation responses;
Maintaining links with organisations that could support our Community
initiatives with advice and access to resources.

Our action plan to deliver our priorities

Action Report

Action carried out to: (Forexample)

Monitored by: (for
example)

Embed biodiversity into
decision making &
procurement

e Take into account biodiversity
considerations when
considering planning
applications and other
associated matters, such as
footpath diversion orders and
neighbourhood services
matters. Developing adaptation
& mitigation responsesto the
impacts of climate change.

Consideration of
biodiversity
demonstrated in
decisions on planning
applications.

Raise awareness of
biodiversity & its importance

e Support the rollout of the
EcoDewi Blue Hearts Initiative.

e Support workshops and
educational sessions at Roch
Primary School, Village Halls
and National Trust at
Southwood Farm.

e Social media coverage and
promotion via council pages of
biodiversity activities in the
community.




Promote walking and outdoor
recreation.

Encourage community to
participate in the maintenance
and promotion of village hall
playfields and green spaces,
and litter picks, fostering a
sense of ownership and
responsibility.

Safeguard principal species
and habitats

Ensured no negative
impacts on protected
species

Records of any sites
or species
safeguarded.

Restore & create habitats and
resilient ecological networks

Explore opportunities to
create more mini-meadows
on green spaces throughout
the community. The Roch
mini meadow established in
spring 2025 has been very
received within the
community and contributed
positively to biodiversity
enhancements.

Support and promote
EcoDewi and Beach
Wombles on beach clean
initiative and scheduled
events.

Support and promote dark
skies initiative and new
legislation which will
particularly help the Manx
Shearwater population.
Explore opportunities for
planting native pollinator
friendly flowers (provided by
community volunteers).
Pipeline Project: Explore
opportunities for a local
community woodland (The
Brandy Brook) which will
further enhance biodiversity
and wildlife, and include
features such as a community
benches.

Area of habitat
increased.




Tackle negative factors: for e.g.

reduce pollution, use nature
based solutions, address
invasive species

Sustainable procurement
policy which includes ensuring
office supplies such as paper,
cleaning products and office
furniture are sustainably
sourced (e.g. locally and/or
made from recycled material).
Reduced the use of pesticides
to only where absolutely
necessary such as to control
invasive non- native species
such as Japanese Knotweed.

Working with Local
Authority teams to
control invasive
weeds on a regular
basis to reduce
further spread.

Use improve and share
evidence

Evidence of enhancement is
shared to various community
and county councillors and
“good news” stories will be
shared with local media.

Support capacity and/or other
organisations

Required any organisations
receiving grant from us to
demonstrate how this will
contribute to supporting
biodiversity as part of their
project.

Support the Roch Primary
school and Village Halls in
their ambitions to develop
biodiversity.

Challenge the Local Authority
where increased biodiversity
can be obtained within our
village.

Review and governance processes

This report along with planned actions will be reviewed annually by council at the
Annual General Meeting (AGM) typically held in October. Progress against the
plan will be reviewed and updated where necessary.

The next review of this report will be: October 2026 AGM.




